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Director of the U.S. Patent i< ^ 

and Trademark Office <o 
Washington, DC 20231 % 

Sir: 

In the Office Action dated March 12, 2003, the Examiner restricted the claims of the 
present case into a plurality of distinct species defined according to passages of the specification, 
not the claims themselves. Applicant provisionally elects the invention in the fourth paragraph 
of Paragraph 1 of the restriction requirement which sets forth "A scanning probe microscope 
having the specific cantilever disclosed on page 4, text lines 24 and 25 through page 5, lines text 
1-5." Applicant makes this election with traverse. 



Applicant disagrees with the Examiner to the extent that the claims define a generic 
claim, Claim 9. Notably, Claim 9 corresponds to the elected invention. Claim 9 defines a 
cantilever having two tips mounted substantially perpendicularly to the longitudinal axis of the 
cantilever. The other claims that further/alternately define the invention associated with claim 9, 
and thus should be examined in conjunction therewith, include Claims 10-17 dependent from 
Claim 9, and independent species Claims 1, 18 and 71, as well as their corresponding dependent 
claims, 2-7 (1) and 19 (18), respectively. In particular, in addition to the cantilever and two tips 
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of Claim 9, Claim 1 defines that the tips can combine to form an imaging probe and the tips can 
separate to form a manipulation probe. Claim 18 defines a nanomechanical tweezing apparatus 
having a cantilever and two tips where the tips are mounted on first and second "cantilever 
portions," i.e., further defining the cantilever. Finally, Claim 71 defines a species of Claim 9 in 
that it defines a particular shape of the cantilever where the cantilever is defined by two arms that 
can be independently controlled with a respective actuating element. As such, these claims do 
not define distinct inventions. 

In view of the above arguments, applicant contends that the above claims should be 
examined together with the claims of the elected group (corresponding to Claim 9), and 
respectfully requests an indication of the same. 

Should the Examiner have any questions or comments, the Examiner is invited to contact 
the undersigned at the telephone number appearing below. 

Although no fees are believed to be payable in connection with this communication, the 
Director is authorized to direct any additional fees associated with this or any other 
communication, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account 50-1 170. 



Dated: April 14, 2003 

BOYLE, FREDRICKS ON, NEWHOLM, 

STEIN & GRATZ S.C. 

250 Plaza, Suite 1030 

250 East Wisconsin Avenue 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 

Telephone: (414) 225-9755 

Facsimile: (414) 225-9753 
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